
Work Comp Visit Limits 

 

Are there limits on certain kinds of treatment? 

Yes. If your date of injury is in 2004 or later, you are limited to a total of 24 chiropractic visits, 24 physical 
therapy visits, and 24 occupational therapy visits, unless the claims administrator authorizes additional 
visits or you have recently had surgery and need postsurgical physical medicine. 

Does the 24 cap on chiropractic visits apply to all cases? 

No. The 24 visit cap does not apply to injuries that occurred before Jan. 1, 2004. Also, the cap does not 
apply if your employer authorizes additional visits in writing. Additionally, the cap does not apply to visits 
for certain postsurgical physical medicine and rehabilitation services. 

California Code, Labor Code - LAB § 4604.5 

(c)(1) Notwithstanding the medical treatment utilization schedule, for injuries occurring on and after 
January 1, 2004, an employee shall be entitled to no more than 24 chiropractic, 24 occupational 
therapy, and 24 physical therapy visits per industrial injury. 

(2)(A) Paragraph (1) shall not apply when an employer authorizes, in writing, additional visits to a 
health care practitioner for physical medicine services.  Payment or authorization for treatment 
beyond the limits set forth in paragraph (1) shall not be deemed a waiver of the limits set forth by 
paragraph (1) with respect to future requests for authorization. 

(B) The Legislature finds and declares that the amendments made to subparagraph (A) by the act 
adding this subparagraph are declaratory of existing law. 

(3) Paragraph (1) shall not apply to visits for postsurgical physical medicine and postsurgical 
rehabilitation services provided in compliance with a postsurgical treatment utilization schedule 
established by the administrative director pursuant to Section 5307.27 

(d) For all injuries not covered by the official utilization schedule adopted pursuant to Section 
5307.27, authorized treatment shall be in accordance with other evidence-based medical treatment 
guidelines that are recognized generally by the national medical community and scientifically based. 

 


